Let’s talk about the time commitment for nursing school. 

Once you are admitted into the nursing program, you will be required to take between 9 and 11 credits of nursing and any general education courses you have not successfully completed per semester until you graduate.

To give you some idea of the time commitment involved once you are admitted into the nursing program, let’s look at the requirements in the second semester of the first year of the program.

Students can expect to spend at least 10 hours a day seven days a week either in class or studying. Now you can see why we recommend that students not be employed while they are in nursing school! If you have a spouse, children or a personal life, or any combination of the three, you can see why having a strong support system in place is so important.

Students often comment that nursing classes are different from other college courses or majors, requiring more work of them. There are several reasons for many of these differences, depending on what they are. Some rules exist because of national standards for nursing education that are put into place by the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission, state boards of Nursing or other bodies who govern the practice of nursing.

In undergraduate education at any college or university, it is expected that you will spend at least 3 clock hours per week for every credit hour you are taking to study and prepare for your courses. For a student who enrolls in all of the courses above, let’s calculate the amount of time that student should anticipate spending in class and studying for this particular semester.

Typical class load time demands:
NRST 1620   
Nursing II Currently meets on Tue and Thurs for a total of 6-50 minute hours per week.

NRST 1720   Clinical Experience II 
Currently meets from 6:45 am until 3:15 p.m. (for 12 weeks) for a total of 17 hours per week with additional lab time at the beginning of the semester prior to the first day of clinical. [Students are required to do pre-clinical preparation the evening before clinical which takes from 1-2 hours (on average) at the hospital and then 2-5 hours at home (on average).

Additionally, following your clinical day, you will be required to submitted weekly care plans on the patients you care for which take from 4-12 hours (on average) to write.]

HOEC 1140   Nutrition
Currently meets Mondays

PEAC   
Activity Hours vary with activity selected but requires 100 minutes per week.

ENGL   English Composition 
Hours vary but class requires 150 minutes per week

Total time spent in class per week - 25.5 hours
