
Laramie County Community CoLLege 

Request for Independent Status 
2013-2014
Student Name Last           First             Middle Student ID

Email Phone Number

This appeal form is for a student who is classified by Federal Student Aid (FSA) regulations as a dependent student, 
but wishes to have their unique circumstances reviewed in order to be considered an independent student for the 
2013-2014 award year.

The US Department of Education defines an independent student as a person who meets any of the following 
conditions:

 was born before January 1, 1990
 is married
 will be working on a master’s or doctorate program (e.g., MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate)
 is serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces
 is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces
 has children and I provide more than half of their support
 since age 13, both parents were deceased
 has dependents (other than children or my spouse) who live with me and I provide more than half of their 

support
 was in foster care since turning age 13
 was a dependent or ward of the court since turning age 13
 is currently or was in legal guardianship
 is currently or was an emancipated minor
 is an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or at risk of being homeless

If you do not qualify as independent under the above guidelines, yet feel you are, in fact, “independent,” you may 
appeal to the Financial Aid Office. A Financial Aid Administrator may, in some cases, agree that you should be 
considered independent if exceptional family circumstances exist and are documented. Examples of exceptional 
family circumstances include abuse, abandonment, broken parent/child relationships, etc. Note that parental 
refusal to provide support or the choice of a student not to accept parental support are not considered exceptional 
family circumstances

The Higher Education Act allows an aid administrator to make Dependency Overrides on a case-by-case basis 
for students with unusual circumstances. However, none of the conditions listed below qualify as unusual 
circumstances or merit a dependency override:
1. Parents refuse to contribute to the student’s education,
2. Parents are unwilling to provide information on the application or for verification,
3. Parents do not claim the student as a dependent for income tax purposes,
4. Student demonstrates total self-sufficiency.

To be considered for a Dependency Overrides, we must consider any unusual and/or extenuating circumstances 
that make it unreasonable to expect your parent(s)’ information to be considered in determining your financial 
aid eligibility. Exceptions will be made only when adequate documentation of your request is submitted, and the 
Financial Aid Administrator uses professional judgment to grant a change of dependency status. Any decision made 
by this office applies only to LCCC and is final. Decisions regarding your appeal will be emailed to you within two 
weeks from the date you submitted your appeal form.

Prior to submitting your appeal to our office, please complete your FAFSA application (excluding parent information) 
at www.fafsa.gov. If your appeal is approved, our office will update your FAFSA application on-line. If your appeal is 
denied, you must correct your FAFSA application to include your parent(s) information and signature.

TM



Please mark the reason you are requesting a change in dependency status.

 A. Unusual or extenuating circumstances within your family prevent you from obtaining your parent(s)’ 
financial information. (Examples: an abusive home situation, abandonment by both parents, parental 
alcohol or drug abuse)
Please submit:
• A written personal statement explaining your situation
• Signed statements from two professional non-family members (clergy, counselors, doctors, etc.) 

verifying your statement.
• 2012 IRS Tax transcript (1040, 1040A, or 1040 EZ)
• Copy of a utility bill in your name or a rent receipt
• Any other document requested by the financial aid office

 B. You were married and maintained a resident apart from your parents and your spouse’s parent. 
You are now divorced, have no dependents, maintain a residence separate from your parents, and 
pay all expenses from your own income.
Please submit:
• A written personal statement explaining your situation
• 2012 IRS Tax transcript (1040, 1040A, or 1040 EZ)
• Proof of divorce
• Any other document requested by the financial aid office

I certify that the information provided is correct and true, and I understand that if this appeal is approved, I must re-apply every 
academic year for subsequent “Dependency Overrides.” The financial aid office must receive all appeal documents no later than 
45 days before my last day of enrollment at LCCC.

____________________________________________________   
Student’s signature               Date  

For Office Use Only:

Approved:   Yes   No

Reviewed by:__________________________________________________________________ Date____________

Comments:____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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