
THE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
PATHWAY
ROOTING LCCC AS THE CORNERSTONE OF IT TRAINING IN WYOMING TO 
SUPPORT ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND INVESTMENT



WHY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AS A 
PATHWAY? WHY LCCC?

One of the largest 
growth sectors in 

employment within 
Wyoming and 

nationally. 

Stable career 
opportunities, with 
diverse promotion 

potential. 

Varied fields of study 
and focus. 

Challenges in alignment 
to STEM or Trades and 

Technical Studies 
without diminishing the 
value of the IT degree. 

Laramie County as a 
growing technology 

hub. 
Pre-COVID enrollment 

trends







EVEN WITH 
COVID, I.T. 
REMAINS 
STABLE
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HISTORY OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
AT LCCC

1990s

Information 
Technology at LCCC is 
born

2013

Declining enrollments 
due to obsolete or 
diminishing 
technologies result in a 
significant reduction of 
the program

2017

Cybersecurity 
uncovered from 
Homeland Security
• Enrollments rapidly climb 
due to currency and 
interest

2018

A partnership with 
Microsoft

2019

Evolution of programs 
with industry input 
begins
• Courses and programs 
are refined to deliver 
value and quality of 
graduates

• Student feedback to 
guide revision

2020

The IT Pathway 
concept takes form

2021

The IT Pathway is 
officially proposed for 
Fall 2022



DESIGNED WITH INDUSTRY GUIDANCE
• Industry Partners –

• Microsoft
• Lunavi
• State of Wyoming
• Blue FCU
• Meridian Trust FCU
• Magpul
• Echostar
• Dynamics Strategy
• Holly Frontier
• CenturyLink
• Visionary Broadband
• Union Wireless



INDUSTRY COMMENTS

• “Offerings in VMWare, Hyper-V, Citrix and cloud services are a no brainer.”
• Andrew Shaw – Vice President of Information Technology, Meridian Trust FCU

• “Magpul has a small IT presence in Cheyenne, mostly due to the availability of talent,”
• Carey Ryerson – Vice President of Manufacturing Operations, Magpul Industries

• “There are not enough resources to do the work. Organizations want to move forward with digital 
transformation and can’t because there isn’t a workforce to support it.” 

• Lindsey Garcia – CEO, Dynamics Strategy

• “The ability to find, employ, and retain qualified technicians in Wyoming is the number one factor 
limiting broadband expansion.”

• Brian Worthen – CEO, Visionary Broadband

• “We’ve looked nationwide and can’t find programs that are driven towards business data analytics 
application. Everything is theory and no ability to use the systems.”

• Carey Ryerson – Vice President of Manufacturing Operations, Magpul Industries



A NEW PATH
• Modifications to the following 

programs: 
• CIS AAS

• Cybersecurity AAS

• Network Administrator CD

• Datacenter Technician CD

• Cybersecurity Administrator CD

• New Programs
• Applied Data Analytics AAS

• Database Administration AAS

• Applied Programming AAS

• Data Analytics Systems CD

• Database Administrator CD

• Applied Programming Fundamentals 
CD

• Applied Programming Core CD

• Virtualization and Cloud 
Administrator CD

• Telecommunications Specialist CD



SETTING A 
FOUNDATION FOR 
THE FUTURE

• Student options for a Bachelor-
level degree in Information 
Technology in Wyoming are 
online, and out-of-state only. 

• CSU Global

• Western Governors University

• Clark College

• This Pathway includes a design 
and potential for a new BAS 
program, to continue student 
development and opportunity 
within Wyoming. 



ADAPTING TO 
CHANGE WITH 
FLEXIBLE DESIGN
• Each milestone is marked with the 

completion of Credit Diplomas, which 
allow the student to enter the 
workforce, and complete their 
degree with the financial support of 
their employer. 

• Credit Diplomas can be added or 
retired as technologies and needs 
shift. 

• Graduates can return to broaden 
skillsets and deepen resumes with 
additional CDs. 

• BAS design follows a similar format 
with more advanced skills and 
concepts. 



BUILT FOR SPEED… OR PATIENCE



LIGHT IN THE 
DARKNESS

Technology Growth in Cheyenne

Job opportunities along the Front Range

Ability to be first to market

Innovative Programs and Rapid Response to industry needs

Federal Funding Leveraged: 
• Perkins
• CARES

Federal Funding opportunities: 
• Perkins
• NSF
• American Rescue Plan



UNIQUELY US

• SuperFlex Course delivery
• Hybrid in-person

• Online Synchronous

• Online Asynchronous

• With these changes, we feel that we can deliver an innovative, inspired and 
robust learning experience to all of our students, removing obstacles to higher 
education and transforming lives. 

• It is time for us to stop forcing students to make their lives work for their 
education, and make their education work for their lives. 



QUESTIONS?

• 307-772-7381

• wamick@lccc.wy.edu
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